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The fext of the speech delivered at the International Conference on Religions and Sustainable
Development Goals held at Vatican City on the 8" of March 2019.
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On behalf of the Supreme Patriarch of
Thailand, T wish fo express appreciation
to the organizing committee, who have
prepared this forum as a platform for
every religious tradition to participate
in the effort o achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) by the year
2030.

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT
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GOOD HEALTH
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CLIMATE LIFE
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1 LIFE
ACTION BELOW WATER ON LAND

0 Economic Development
@ Social Development
@ Environmental Development

This is confirmed by the explanation
provided by the UN: "Broadly defined,
sustainable development is a system
approach to growth and development and
to manage natural, produced, and social
capital for the welfare of their own and
future generations.”

All seventeen goals embodied in the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
are interrelated. They can be classified
under three main groups, namely:
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From a Buddhist perspective, all seventeen goals
contained in the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) can be classified under four
main headings, according to the principle
that human beings are the focal point of all
development. In this context, Buddhists set
a target based on the need for all people to
engage in four kinds of development, i.e.:

@ Physical development (kaya-bhavana)
@ Social development (sIla-bhavana)

0 Mental development (citta-bhavana)
@ \Wisdom development (pafifia-bhavana)

If development gives too much emphasis on
the physical, to the extent of neglecting the
mind, this is considered one form of extreme,
called 'indulgence in sensual pleasure' (kama-
sukhallikanuyoga). If development gives too
much emphasis fo the mind, to the extent of
neglecting the economy and the environment,
this is considered another extreme, called

'self-mortification' (attakilamathanuyoga).
Buddhism proposes a path of development
striking a balance between the body and

ind. This is called the midd| f o HONG
mind is is called the middle way o POVERTY HUNGER

development, which values every aspect of
human development.

The first aspect is physical development
or material development, which involves
economic and environmental development.

: DECENT WORKAND INDUSTRY, INNOVATION
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) ECONOMIC GROWTH ANDINFRASTRUCTURE

that fall under this category include: M
Goal @ No Poverty ‘I' &

Goal @ Zero Hunger
Goal @ Decent Work

and Economic Growth 10 fevcen 19 Responss
TGO T R eap— INEQUALITIES CONSUMPTION

and Infrastructure -l
Goal (' Reduced Inequalities — ‘ N ’
Goal (B Responsible Consumption

and Production
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As physical development also pertains to
environmental development, the following
goals also fall under this category:

Goal () Climate Action
Goal @ Life Below Water
Goal @ Life on Land

Buddhism proposes a method of economic
development beneficial to the environment
that is widely known as Buddhist Economics.
King Rama IX of Thailand, King Bhumibol,
incorporated this policy of Buddhist
Economics. His philosophy of Sufficiency
Economy "focuses on living a moderate,
self-reliant life without harming social
and natural environments." The philosophy
of Sufficiency Economy has been
implemented by the Thai government fo
be the guiding principle of economic and
social development plans of Thailand since
2002. The UN Human Development Lifetime
Achievement Award was presented to King
Bhumibol in May 2006 in recognition
of the significance of the philosophy of
Sufficiency Economy.

The second aspect is socialdevelopment.
The Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) that fall under this category
include:

Goal @ Gender Equality

Goal ) Sustainable Cities
and Communities

Goal @ Peace, Justice and Strong
Institutions

The concept of peace in Buddhism means
not only the absence of war and conflict
but also the presence of unity, harmony,
freedom and justice.

Religions and Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)



The third aspect is mental development, which refers to developing
virtuous qualities and peace in the mind. The Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) that falls under this category is:
Goal € Good Health and Well-Being, which encompasses
the development of both physical and mental health. Buddhism
teaches people to cultivate inner peace by way of tranquility
meditation, e.g. the meditation on loving-kindness, which
purifies the mind from anger and hatred. Purity of mind brings
about inner peace, which is the foundation for social peace.
This conforms to the Preamble of UNESCO Constitution: "Since
wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that
the defenses of peace must be constructed.”

The final aspect is wisdom development. The Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) that falls under this category is:
Goal @ Quality Education. This does not only refer to increasing
knowledge, but also includes the advancement of wisdom, i.e.
an insight into the truth and into the interrelationship of all
things. Knowledge and wisdom arise both from general education
and from training in insight meditation (vipassana).

People who develop wisdom in this way discern the
law of Dependent Origination (paticcasamuppada)-the
interconnectedness of all things, including interpersonal
relationships and the relationship between human beings
and their environment. Wisdom thus naturally gives rise
to environmental conservation, which in turn promotes
sustainable economic, social and environmental development.

Having developed wisdom, people feel compassion, because
they are aware of other people's problems and difficulties. They
will try to solve these problems by setting down specific
goals and applying collective methods of reform. It is for
this reason of solving global problems that the United
Nations has established these SDGs along with the
particulars of achieving them. When we, as members of
different religious traditions, witness the difficulties that
others are facing, we respond with compassion. We cannot
remain idle and indifferent. We are obliged to help as a
driving force in order to realize these SDGs within the
designated time limit. On its own, the government
sector is incapable of realizing these goals. Other sectors,
in particular the religious sector, must cooperate and build
a partnership, conforming to Goal ) Partnerships for the
Goals.

Religions and Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)
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Buddhists from across the globe have jointly
established an international platform to
fulfil the aforementioned cooperation,
namely the International Council for the
Day of Vesak (ICDV). An annual meeting
is organized on the Vesak Day, also known
as the Buddha Day, for Buddhist leaders,
state leaders, and everyday Buddhists to
brainstorm on how to proceed in achieving
the SDGs. Therefore, the Economic and
Social Council (ECOSOC) of the United
Nations granted special consultative
status to the ICDV in July 2013.

This shows the global Buddhist cooperation
for achieving the SDGs by applying a
Tripartite Partnership, that is, cooperation
between Buddhist leaders, political
leaders, and the general people.

Religions and Sustainable |
Development Goals (SDGs) 7



In Thailand, the Supreme Sangha Council,
with the Supreme Patriarch at the
helm, has implemented a development
strategy called the Tripartite Partnership,
which initiates cooperation between
religious leaders, political leaders, and
local people. In Thai this is referred to
as 'bowon' ('excellent', 'exalted'): a
tripartite development policy for building
cooperation between the general public,
the religious sector, and the government
sector. In terms of the religious sector,
there is active support for collaboration
and dialogue between religious leaders
of the officially recognized traditions,
namely, Buddhism, Christianity, Islam,
Hinduism, and Sikhism.

Religions and Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)

On the level of local community
development, cooperation is being fostered
between Buddhist monasteries, Christian
churches, and Muslim mosques, by setting
up projects of shared purpose. This is
evident in the community development
around Wat Prayunwongsawas, where I
am the abbot. The neighborhood around
Wat Prayunwongsawas, known as Kadi
Chin, consists of six major communities
and contains monasteries, churches, and
mosques. In the present time, it is not only
religious leaders of the Buddhist, Christian,
and Muslim communities who hand-in-
hand develop the Kadi Chin quarter. We
also receive an excellent backing from the
people sector and the government sector,
who promote the role of the religious
sector in mobilizing the development of
the local community.




Organizing this forum on Tripartite Partnership demonstrates the
healthy cooperation between the religious sector, government
sector and people sector. It clearly expresses the shared aspiration
to realize the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Tripartite
Partnership

BOWON

On behalf of the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand, may I express the
well-wishing for this enterprise to reach fulfilment in line with all of
its objectives. And may I declare the intent by the Buddhist
community to build a partnership with all sectors, in order to carry
out the necessary work for realizing the SDGs by the year 2030.

Religions and Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)
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